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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS FROM YOUR EXECUTIVE BOARD
Dear Members,

As your Executive Board, we are writing regarding a serious matter affecting our Local, its leadership, and
membership.

A small group of disgruntled retired members including Pat Kinney, Gary Kobayashi, Sonny Rioux and John
Little, along with a few current members, are distributing false, misleading and defamatory information within our
operations and in public areas across South Vancouver Island. While many members have not seen this
material, we want to clearly address the claims and provide the facts for those who have.

The Allegations

This group falsely claims that approximately five years ago, over $250,000 in union dues was improperly used
to pay personal legal fees for 12 executives, including the Local President and the Wood Council Chair. They
further allege this spending violated a 2021 email direction from former International President Tom Conway.

The Facts
These allegations are completely false:

e The referenced email in August 2021 from Conway to the wood council chair was not a
directive to local unions from the international executive board, it was an opinion, an incorrect
one that was sent to one international staff member.

e Local unions are audited every year and have always received clean audits.

¢ No funds, including those used to defend our local president, were misappropriated; legal fees were
only paid after our executive board properly passed a motion in line with our by-laws and constitution.

e Our Executive Board (like 10 other wood council local unions) correctly concluded in August 2021
that the frivolous lawsuit was not a personal lawsuit.

Background Context

Many members will recall that Steve Hunt in August 2021 filed his Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation
(SLAPP) against the presidents of 11 USW wood council local unions and the wood council chair, for writing to
the international union about Hunt’s unacceptable conduct and actions prior to the international election. His
SLAPP was filed in a desperate attempt to stop local unions from speaking out against his unacceptable actions
during the election campaign. In our local, our president wanted the international union to be aware that Hunt
had worked with WFP behind our backs to undermine our strike in 2019 and was undermining the independence
of the Wood Council and so advised the international officers not to support Hunt in the campaign. Thankfully
Hunt lost the election due to a great turnout by our members.

Our Executive Board, as well as all other locals’ boards, passed motions and legally supported their
local union presidents. Hunts lawsuit was not a personal suit. It was clearly a frivolous (work related)
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lawsuit that threatened our local and 10 other locals’ ability to speak out about the former director’s
behaviour and actions, during the international election campaign.

This frivolous lawsuit was ultimately withdrawn by Hunt, with costs awarded to the locals. When Hunt did not
pay, a lien was placed on his Steveston, BC property. The 11 locals will get those funds once he sells his
property.

Pat Kinney, Gary Kobayshi and Sonny Rioux, are now working with Hunt, falsely alleging that the legal costs of
the 11 local presidents and the wood council chair were improperly paid and bizarrely alleging a criminal
conspiracy against the whole union. Their statements are false, their actions are malicious, and they know it.
They have now engaged at least one other retired member and some active members to spread their falsehoods
within our union and into public spaces.

Legal Costs Clarified
The $250,000 figure is misleading:

e Costs were equally shared across 11 locals (just over $20,000 each).
o All expenses were democratically approved as per Executive Board directions.
e These were costs to defend our unions’ right to speak out and were not personal expenses.

Conduct of Individuals

These former members and a few current members are now misleading members, and the public, despite
knowing the truth. At no point did these individuals properly raise their claim with any Local Union Executive
Board.

Impacts

These actions risk damaging reputations and undermining trust in our union. The individuals responsible for
spreading the false claims, both publicly and privately, may face personal consequences if this conduct does not
cease and desist.

What We Respectfully Ask Members

¢ Do not circulate false or defamatory material.
e Remove any such material where found and report related activity to the local union.
e Contact your Local representative with any questions.

We thank you for your continued support during this unfortunate situation.
In solidarity,
USW Local 1-1937 Executive Board

Brian Butler, President; Jason Cox, 1st VP; Nolan Paquette, 2nd VP;

Shelley Siemens, 3rd VP; Dan Jorgenson, 4th VP; Mike Redman, Recording Secretary;

Adam Gosselin, Warden; Dan Herlihy, Conductor; Adolf Lubke, Ward 1; Kelsey Loessi, Ward 2;
Eric Moffat, Ward 3; Mark Frostrup, Ward 4; Andrew Johnson, Ward 5; Shelly Olsen, Ward 6;
Igbal Parmar, Ward 7; Keary Henning, Ward 8; Mike Medley, Ward 10; Tyler Stromquist, Ward 11;

Shane Moyen, Ward 12.
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